
     God Ordained Goodbyes
            Gen 12:1-10; 22:1-14; Heb 11:8-10; 17-19

   Goodbyes…

  are risky.
  
   reveal our true loves.

    require faith.

Getting Started: When did you first say goodbye to home? Why did you leave? What did you take with you 
and what did you leave behind? 

Digging In: Read Gen 12:1-10; 22:1-14; Heb 11:8-10; 17-19. What does God command Abraham to do? How 
do you think Abraham felt when God first said this? What does God promise to do for him and through 
him? Which promise strikes you as the most important? What is God emphasizing about AbrahamÕs rela-
tionship with Isaac in Gen 22 vs 2? Knowing Abraham is old and he waited 25 years for God to give him 
Isaac, how would you expect Abraham to react to GodÕs command to say goodbye to Isaac by sacrificing 
him? What do you think Abraham did that night between verse 2 and 3? Why does God wait until the last 
moment before stopping Abraham? According to Heb 11:8-10; 17-19, why does Abraham do these things? 
What did AbrahamÕs faith cause him to ultimately look for?

Living It Out: Which of AbrahamÕs goodbyes would have been most difficult for you? Tell about a goodbye 
in your life that has been both risky and rewarding? How has a goodbye revealed how much you loved 
something? What does it mean for you to love God more than anything else (home, family , work, comfort, 
church, life, etc.)?  Take  time to let God know your desire to love Him above all else. Why is faith so 
critical to saying goodbye? What good things do you think God desires for you? To what (a good thing, a 
bad thing, a precious thing) is God calling you to say goodbye to? Share this with someone.
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