
 
 

The Significance of the Temple in the Bible 
 1 Kings 8:10-13  

 
 

 Yahweh’s Presence in the Tabernacle and Temple   
  (Exodus 40:34-35, 1 Kings 8:10-13) 

 
 Yahweh’s Presence Departs from the Temple 
  (Ezekiel 9-11) 

 
 Yahweh’s Presence Returns 
        (Ezk. 43:7, John 1:14, Rev. 21:3) 

  
1Yahweh desired to have an intimate physical presence with his people. He tells Moses to build the tabernacle so that He can 
“dwell” with His people (Ex. 25:8). The Hebrew word “dwell” (shekhan) appears in the bible when Yahweh chooses to reside 
physically with his people. (Ex. 40:34, 35, 1 Kings 8:10-13, Ezekiel 43:7, John 1:14, Revelation 21:3).      
 
1As Christians we anticipate the promise of the physical return of Yahweh according to Rev. 21:3. However, the Apostle Paul 

reminds us that today we both corporately as a church (1 Cor. 3:16), and individually as believers in Jesus (1 Cor. 6:19, 20) 
are the Temple!      
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